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ANGUS COUNCIL

MINUTE of MEETING of the CHILDREN AND LEARNING COMMITTEE held in the Town and County Hall, Forfar on Tuesday 8 November 2016 at 2.00 pm.
Present:
Councillors SHEENA WELSH, LYNNE DEVINE, COLIN BROWN, DAVID FAIRWEATHER, MARTYN GEDDES, SHEILA HANDS, JIM HOUSTON, DAVID MAY, GLENNIS MIDDLETON, DONALD MORRISON, RONNIE PROCTOR MBE, MARK SALMOND, EWAN SMITH, CRAIG FOTHERINGHAM and PAUL VALENTINE.
Church

Representatives: Mr BILL SIMPSON.
Teacher

Representatives: Mr JOHN PRATTI.
Councillor WELSH, Convener, in the Chair.

1.
APOLOGIES/SUBSTITUTES
An apology for absence was intimated on behalf of Councillor Margaret Thomson with Councillor Craig Fotheringham substituting.  Apologies for absence were also intimated on behalf of Mr David Adams and Mrs Anna Cheyne.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Morrison declared a non-financial interest in Item 4, Schedule 4, as he was a Director of Voluntary Action Angus.  He indicated that he would participate in any discussion and voting.
3.
MINUTES
(a)
Previous Meeting

The minute of meeting of this Committee of 20 September 2016 was approved as a correct record and signed by the Convener.
(b)
Angus Joint Negotiating Committee for Teachers
The minute of meeting of the Angus Joint Negotiating Committee for Teachers of 28 September 2016, a copy of which is appended hereto, was submitted and noted (APPENDIX I).
4.
INFORMATION REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 6 SEPTEMBER TO 24 OCTOBER 2016
There was submitted Report No 387/16 by the Strategic Director – Children and Learning providing key information to members with regard to services delivered to the Children and Learning Directorate for the period 6 September to 24 October 2016.

Having heard from a number of members in relation to Schedules 1 (Teacher Numbers & Recruitment) and 4 (Secondary School Week), the Committee agreed:-

(i)
to note the contents of the Report;

(ii)
that full details of the teacher vacancies in primary schools be provided to all members of the Committee; and

(iii)
to note that a further detailed Report on the opportunities to be made available to young people on a Friday afternoon together with details on the transition timetable would be provided to a future meeting of this Committee.

5.
CONSULTATION ON DRAFT STATUTORY GUIDANCE: STANDARDS IN SCOTLAND’S SCHOOLS ETC ACT 2000
There was submitted Report No 388/16 by the Strategic Director – Children and Learning seeking approval for a Council response to the consultation on new legal guidance related to new legal duties underpinning the Scottish Government’s National Improvement Framework.
The Report indicated that the National Improvement Framework was underpinned by a series of new planning and reporting duties designed to support transparency and accountability around the efforts of the Scottish Government and education authorities to improve educational outcomes.  These legal duties would be accompanied by new statutory guidance, providing education authorities with support in interpreting the duties and in identifying the practical steps they should take in order to meet their new legal responsibilities.  A draft of the statutory guidance was now available alongside a consultation on that draft.  The draft statutory guidance was aimed at those with responsibilities within schools and local authorities for fulfilling the duties within the legislation.
The Committee agreed to approve the proposed response to the consultation, as detailed in Section 5 of the Report. 
6.
SMOKING POLICY FOR FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIVE PLACEMENTS
With reference to Article 4(c) of the minute of meeting of Angus Council of 25 June 2009, there was submitted Report No 389/16 by the Strategic Director – Children and Learning proposing the adoption of a Smoking Policy for Foster Carer and Adoptive Placements.
The Report indicated that Angus Council currently did not have a Smoking Policy for Foster Carer and Adoptive Placements.  Given the increasing evidence regarding the impact of passive smoking on children it was appropriate that the previous decision not to adopt a formal smoking policy be revisited.  It was proposed that the policy would be applied to new placements only and that there would be no detriment to existing placements.

Having heard Councillors Smith and Proctor raise concerns regarding the impact of the policy on the recruitment of new foster and adoptive carers, the Committee agreed to adopt the proposed Smoking Policy for Foster Carer and Adoptive Placements, as detailed in the Report.
7.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

The Committee agreed, in terms of Standing Order 28(2), that the public and press be excluded during consideration of the following item so as to avoid the possible disclosure of information which was exempt in terms of Part 1 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, paragraph 3.

8.
SOCIAL WORK COMPLAINTS REVIEW COMMITTEE – COMPLAINT NO AC-06-15

There was submitted Report No 390/16 by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services presenting the findings of the meeting of the Social Work Complaints Review Committee in relation to Complaint No AC-06-15.
The Committee agreed to approve the recommendations, as detailed in the Report.

