
 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO 5  
 

REPORT NO 115/21  
 

ANGUS COUNCIL 
 

CIVIC LICENSING COMMITTEE – 25 MARCH 2021 

SAFETY OF SPORTS GROUNDS ACT 1975 

REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
The purpose of this report is to confirm General Safety Certificates in terms of the Safety of Sports 
Ground Act 1975 and Fire Safety and Places of Sport Act 1987, where there are no objections or 
representations, following consultation and upon the recommendation of the Tayside Ground Safety 
Inspection Team (TGSIT). 
 

 
1. RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the Committee:- 

1) confirms the General Safety Certificates detailed in Appendix 2 in terms of the Safety of 
Sports Grounds Act 1975 the Fire Safety and Places of Sport Act 1987; and  

2) delegates authority to the Director of Legal and Democratic Services to sign letters of 
confirmation to give effect to this decision. 

2. BACKGROUND 
 

2.1 The Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975 and the Fire Safety and Places of Sport Act 1987 sets 
out functions which sit with local authorities in relation to the certification of “designated sports 
grounds” and “regulated stands” as to their safety to accommodate spectators. One of the 
functions under these Acts relates to the issuing of General Safety Certificates. When a 
General Safety Certificate is issued, it thereafter requires to be confirmed by the Authority on 
an annual basis.  

    
2.2 The functions under the 1975 Act originally sat with the Regional Council before passing to 

the new Councils in 1996. When these functions sat with the Regional Tayside Council, it 
discharged these functions largely in liaison with the Tayside Ground Safety Inspection Team 
(TGSIT). This Inspection Team was a multidisciplinary group of officers comprising technical 
staff, buildings authority staff, police, fire and ambulance services’ representatives and first 
aiders. The Legal and Democratic Services department were represented on the group to 
carry out the secretarial work of the team in relation to Angus. 

 
2.3 When the functions were passing from the Regional Council to Angus Council, in 1996, the 

Council decided, through the Civic Licensing Committee, to continue the practice of 
discharging the majority of functions in liaison with the TGSIT. Report AC147/96 is attached 
at Appendix 1 for information purposes and details the delegations which were made. These 
delegations relate to powers of the TGSIT to enter sports grounds and inspect them and also 
in relation to the Director of Legal and Democratic Services to sign prohibition notices under 
section 10 of the Safety of Sports Ground Act 1975.  

 
2.4 The TGSIT have, throughout this time, carried out their duties in terms of the  issue of Safety 

Certificates and General Safety Certificates. On the 8 March 2021, the Council received 
notification that TGSIT would be disbanding. Council officers are currently undertaking initial 
work to establish a new Angus Council Safety Advisory Group as recommended by the Local 
Government Football Review Working Group and by Sports Ground Safety Authority.  Prior to 
disbanding, the TGSIT recommended that the General Safety Certificates detailed in 
Appendix 2 be confirmed following no objections being received from the partners sitting on 
the TGSIT. Certificates require to be confirmed annually in terms of the legislation.  

 



 
 

2.5 The practice has previously been that the Director of Legal and Democratic Services has 
signed off these certificates following consultation with the TGSIT. This report is brought to 
this Committee to provide clarity in relation to the authorising of these certificates for the 
2020/2021 season and for a confirmation decision to be made in respect of each sport 
ground. A further report will be brought to this Committee in order to clarify the Scheme of 
Delegation following the disbanding of the TGSIT and the role of any future Safety Advisory 
Group in this process. 

 
3. SCHEME OF DELEGATION 

 
3.1. The Standing Orders detail that functions for the Safety of Sports Ground Act 1975 sit with the 

Civic Licensing Committee of Angus Council. 
 

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 There are no financial implications arising as a result of this report. 
 
5.  OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 There are no human rights or equalities implications attached to this report. 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR: Lynsey Kimmitt, Solicitor 
EMAIL DETAILS: Legdem@angus.gov.uk 
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ANGUS COUNCIL 

CIVIC LICENSING COMMITTEE - 13 MARCH 1996 

SAFETY OF SPORTS GROUNDS 

REPORT NO AC147/96 

REPORT BY DIRECTOR OF LAW AND ADMINISTRATION 

ABSTRACT 

This Report discusses the discharge of the Council's functions under Safety of Sports Grounds 

legislation. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee agrees:-

(a) to support the proposal to retain the Advisory Group of officers ("the Safety Team") on
a Tayside-wide basis;

(b) to authorise the officers referred to in this Report to enter a sports ground at any
reasonable time and to make such inspections of it and such enquiries relating to it as
they consider necessary for the purposes of the Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975,
and in particular to examine records of attendance at the ground and records relating
to the maintenance of safety of the ground and to take copies of such records;

(c) to delegate to the Director of Law and Administration power to issue prohibition
notices in terms of Section 10 of the Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975 (as amended)
restricting the admissions of spectators to a sports ground, or any part it, if that
admission would involve a serious risk to spectators; and

(d) to recommend to the Council that any of its officers so authorised in (c) above be
indemnified as regards any damages, costs or expenses levied against them in
pursuance of their duties under the Act.

CURRENT POSITION 

1. Responsibility for the local authority functions under the Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975
(as amended) will pass from the Regional Council to the new Councils on 1 April 1996. These
functions relate to the certification of "designated sports grounds" and "regulated stands" as to

their safety to accommodate spectators.

2. The Regional Council has discharged its functions largely through the Tayside Ground Safety
Inspection Team ("the Safety Team") which is in effect an advisory group of officers
recommended in the Taylor Report into the Hillsborough Stadium disaster in 1989. This is a
multi-disciplinary group of officers comprising technical staff, buildings authority staff, police,
fire and ambulance services' representatives and first aiders. The secretarial work of the
Safety Team has been undertake by the Law and Administration Department.
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Appendix 2 to Report 115/21 
Civic licensing Committee – 25 March 2021 

 
 

1. General Safety Certificate for Gayfield Park, Arbroath Football Club 
 
This is a designated sports ground with a capacity of 6600.  
 
A General Safety Certificate has been in place since 30 September 2013.  
 
The TGSIT made a recommendation on 24/12/20 that this be confirmed for the 2020/2021 
season. No objections were received from any members of the group. 
 
 

2. General Safety Certificate for Glebe Park, Brechin City Football Club 
 
This is a regulated stand with a capacity of 4083.  
 
A General Safety Certificate has been in place since 30 June 2012.  
 
The TGSIT made a recommendation on 24/12/20 that this be confirmed for the 2020/2021 
season. No objections were received from any members of the group. 
 

3. General Safety Certificate for Station Park, Forfar Athletic Football Club 
 
This is a regulated stand with a capacity of 6777. 
 
A General Safety Certificate has been in place since 30 June 2012.  
 
The TGSIT made a recommendation on 24/12/20 that this be confirmed for the 2020/2021 
season. No objections were received from any members of the group. 

 
4. General Safety Certificate for Links Park Stadium, Montrose Football Club 

 
This is a regulated stand with a capacity of 4936. 
 
A General Safety Certificate has been in place since 30 June 2012.  
 
The TGSIT made a recommendation on 24/12/20 that this be confirmed for the 2020/2021 
season. No objections were received from any members of the group. 
 




